Message

From: Baumgartner, Donald [baumgartner.donald@epa.gov]
Sent: 8/21/2019 2:56:39 PM
To: Alyssa Foss [alyssa.foss@wisconsin.gov]; Andrew Martin [martinag@purdue.edu]; Beaver, Brad

[brad.beaver@illinois.gov]; Verhougstraete, Brian (MDARD) [verhougstraeteb@michigan.gov]; Carrie Leach
[leach13@purdue.edu]; Chris Difonzo [difonzo@msu.edu]; cindy flock [folck.2@osu.edu]; scottde@purdue.edu;
dean herzfeld [deanh@tc.umn.edu]; Doug Owens [doug.owens@illinois.gov]; Dustin Roy [dustin.roy@whiteearth-
nsn.gov]; Smilanich, Erin (MDA} [Erin.smilanich@state.mn.us]; fred whitford [fwhitford@purdue.edu]; Gary Edwards
[gary.edwards@state.mn.us]; glenn nice [ghice@wisc.edu]; Greg Minor [gregory.minor@agri.chic.gov]; heidi fischer
[heidi.fischer@state.mn.us]; jim belt [jbelt@agri.ohio.gov]; John Hill [hilljl@michigan.gov]; john stone
[stonejo2@msu.edu]; Ken Runkle [ken.runkle@illinois.gov]; ken.mccann@illinois.gov [Ken.McCann@illinois.gov];
Reed, Leo A [reedla@purdue.edu]; Lori Bowman [Lori.Bowman@Wisconsin.gov]; McCloskey, Mark D - DATCP
[mark.mccloskey@wisconsin.gov]; mary ann rose [rose.155@osu.edu]; Mary Ferguson [m-ferg@umn.edu]; Matt
Beal [matthew.beal@agri.ohio.gov]; Matt Cochran [mcochran@agri.ohio.gov]; Michelle Wiesbrook

[buesinge@ uiuc.edu]; Molly Mott-Oosting [mottm@michigan.gov]; Monica sipes [monica.sipes@wisconsin.gov];
Natalie Hoidal [hoida0l6@umn.edu]; Ola Ajayi (olafimihan.ajayi@illinois.gov) [olafimihan.ajayi@illinois.gov];
Personette, Robby E - DATCP [robby.personette@wisconsin.gov]; Roger Mackedanz
[roger.mackedanz@state.mn.us]; Ryan King [ryan.king@agri.ohio.gov]; Stephanie Ende
[stephanie.ende@state.mn.us]; Moss, Suzanne [suzanne.moss@illinois.gov]; Tana Haugen-Brown
[thbrown@umn.edu]; tim hoffman [thoffman@agri.ohio.gov]; Travis Cleveland [tclevela@illinois.edu]; Goetsch,
Warren [Warren.Goetsch@lllinois.gov]; Christine Wicks [christine.wicks @state.mn.us); George Saxton
[saxtong@purdue.edu]; Greg Cremers [greg.cremers@state.mn.us]; Lisa Berg [lisa.berg@state.mn.us]; Beal,
Matthew [beal@agri.ohio.gov]

CC: Baumgartner, Donald [baumgartner.donald@epa.gov]; MaGee, Julie [magee.julie@epa.gov]; Setnicar, Mary
[Setnicar.Mary@epa.gov]; Calvo, Estrella [calvo.estrella@epa.gov]; Star, David [star.david@epa.gov]; Dibblee, Seth
[Dibblee.Seth@epa.gov]; Jones, Margaret [jones.margaret@epa.gov]; Mysz, Amy [mysz.amy@epa.gov];
Rittenhouse, Susan [Rittenhouse.Susan@epa.gov]; Niess, Claudia [niess.claudia@epa.gov]; Wesley, Abigail
[wesley.abigail@epa.gov]; Wilkinson, Bruce [wilkinson.bruce@epa.gov]; Amber Hanson Glaeser
[amber.glaeser@fbmn.org]; Criag Anderson (canderso@michfb.com) [candersc@michfb.com]; Justin Schneider
[ischneider@infarmbureau.org]; Larry Antosch [lantosch@ofbf.org]; Lauren Lurkins (llurkins@ilfb.org)
[Hurkins@ilfb.org]; Lindsey Ramsey (lramsey@ilfb.org) [[ramsey@ilfb.org]

Subject: EPA Seeks Public Comment on Pesticide Applications for Hemp

“EPA is announcing the receipt of 10 pesticide applications to expand their use on hemp. The 10 requests are the result of
the December 2018 Farm Bill provisions that removed hemp from the Controlled Substances Act, legalizing hemp for
commercial use and preduction.”

“‘Agency is announcing a 30-day public comment period on ten existing pesticide product applications for industrial hemp.
We hope this transparent and public process will bring hemp farmers and researchers increased regulatory clarity in time
for next growing season...”

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-08/documents/prepubcopy 9998-37 fr doc esignature-
verified batched hemp nor.pdf

https://www.epa.gov/pesticides/prepublication-version-federal-register-notice-receipt-applications-pesticide-use-hemp
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From: EPA Pesticides Programs <oppt.epa@public.govdelivery.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2019 9:46 AM

To: Baumgartner, Donald <baumgartner.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: Pesticide Program Update: EPA Seeks Public Comment on Pesticide Applications for Hemp

EPA Seeks Public Comment on Pesticide Applications for
Hemp

Crop protection tools needed to support continued agricultural growth

Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is announcing the receipt of 10 pesticide
applications to expand their use on hemp. The 10 requests are the result of the December 2018 Farm
Bill provisions that removed hemp from the Controlled Substances Act, legalizing hemp for
commercial use and production.

"ERA is taking the next step toward registering crop protection {ools for hemp in time for use during
the 2020 application and growing seasons,” said EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler. "The
Agency is announcing a 30-day public comment period on ten existing pesticide product applications
for industrial hemp. We hope this transparent and public process will bring hemp farmers and
researchers increased regulatory clarity in time for next growing season — something they have
asked for since the passage of the 2018 Farm Bill and the legalization of commercial hemp.”

“Given the strong economic forecasts for hemp production in the United States, it comes as no
surprise that we are beginning to see pesticide registrants intensify their interests in gaining crop
protection approvais for use on hemp,” said Alexandra Dapolito Dunn, assistant administrator of
EPA&’s Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention, at the Hemp Production Field Day at
the University of Kentucky. "EPA is committed to helping hemp growers obtain the tools needed to
support and increase commaercial production. This step recognizes that innovation in pesticide use is
critical {o the success of our strong and vibrant agricultural sector.”

“I am grateful to EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler and Assistant Administrator Alexandra Dapolito
Dunn for selecting the University of Kentucky's hemp field days t¢ announce new pesticide
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applications for hemp,” said Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles. “With about
1,000 Kentucky growers licensed to grow hemp this year, farmers need every ool in the toolbox to
increase vields and protect their crops from harmful pests. This announcement proves the EPA s
listening to the needs of hemp growers in Kentucky and around the nation.”

"Today's announcement is a welcome first step on the path to registration of safe and effective crop
protection agents for a rapidly expanding hemp enterprise,” said Dr. Bob Pearce, hemp researcher
at the University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture, Food, and Environment. "My colleagues
and | have already identified a number of weeds, insects, and plant diseases that pose a potential
threat to economically viable hemp production. We will work closely with EPA (o identify and evaluate
best management practices for the use of crop protection agents o help control pests in hemp crops.

“As one of the original proponents of legalizing hemp, 've continued to advocate for the success and
growth of this budding industry. I'm glad to see EPA Administrator Wheeler taking comments on
pesticide applications for hemp, and I'm excited this announcement is being made at the Hemp
Production Field Day at UK. Kentucky has been and will continue to be a leader in the hemp
industry, and it’s been my honor {o advocate for this industry since | came o the Senate in

2011 said Senator Rand Paul.

“I commend EPA for recognizing the significance hemp has in our nation's agriculture economy,
particularly in the state of Kentucky,” said Rep. James Comer (KY-01) "Gelting these registrants
approved prior 1o the next growing season is a tremendous help to our farmers. Thanks to
Administrator Andrew Wheeler and Assistant Administrator Alexandra Dapolito Dunn for helping
provide the necessary tools our producers need o ensure they have the opportunity to produce the
best crop.”

To ensure transparency and improve EPA’s process for considering pest management tools for the
emerging American hemp industry, EPA is seeking public comment on these applications. The list of
pesticides can be found in gregublivation cony of the Federal Register notice. Comments are due 30
days after the notice publishes in the Federal Register.

Once public comments are received, EPA anticipates deciding about the possible use of the specified
oroducts on hemp before the end of 2019 to help growers make informed purchasing choeices for the

upcoming growing season. Moving forward, EPA will review, approve or deny applications for use on

hemp as the agency would for any other use site,

The enacted 2018 Farm Bill legalized hemp with a tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) cencentration of no
more than 0.3% on a dry-weight basis. Thus, the 2018 Farm Bill allows for expanding cultivation of
hemp but not marijuana.
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